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peror's niunc to publish the manifesto in the morning issue
of the Governmental Messenger*    Like all manifestoes,
it overflowed with grandiloquent phrases, but in substance
it was a variation on the old theme:   "IEverything will be
as before; forget your vain dreams/'    No one knew who
was the author of the manifesto.   At Tsarskoye Selo w
learned that the document had been submitted on the pre-
vious day to  Pobiedonost^ev   and  enthusiastically com<
mended by him.   Later it became known that tlie manifesto
had been transmitted to I lis Majesty by the Empress who,
In her turn, had received it from Prince Putyatin.   Who
actually composed the document,  1 have been unable to
ascertain*   It was probably written by some Black Hundred
leader.
His Majesty appeared at the meeting with an air of perfect
serenity, as if nothing had happened.   I suspect that inter-
nally he was greatly amused by our upset appearance.  He
was always fond of taking his counsellors by surprise,   As
he made no reference to the manifesto, Bulygin read his
draft of the rescript, which provided for a more or less
extensive participation of the people's representatives in
legislation, thus inaugurating principles diametrically op-
posed to the ones publicly and officially proclaimed several
hours before.   After a brief period of discussion, which
bore mostly on the wording of the rescript, the luncheon
recess was announced.   As was usually the case, His Maj-
esty took his luncheon with the Empress, apart from all the
other members of the conference, who lunched together.
In the course of the luncheon I remarked that those present
would start an endless debate about the wording of the
rescript and in the end it would fall through.   But everyone
was so indignant at the manifesto trick, that it was agreed
to accept Bulygin's version without discussion.   We kept
our agreement, to His Majesty's great surprise.  There was
nothing left to him but to sign the rescript, which he did.